86 St James’s Street, London, SW1A 1PL

To: All District Grand Masters/Grand Inspectors 18 December 2020

Dear District Grand Master/Grand Inspector.

No year-end will ever be welcomed as much as this one and no year gone by will be
remembered as vividly as 2020, when the lives and lifestyles across the globe changed
irrevocably. But while it has been so hard for so many, and the uncertainty looks like
continuing into the near future, the resilience and resourcefulness that has emerged has
been proof that the pandemic has brought out new-found strengths in each and every
one of us.

In recent months we have learnt from many Companions about the skills and energies
they have developed, apart from re-vamping the garden and re-decorating the whole
house! I speak of the good things that have emerged in the cause of charity and the
welfare and well-being of others, a raised awareness of social issues, an enhanced
consideration of the health and protection of our planet, and a determination to make
our world a better place for the generations to come. In the absence of regular Masonic
Meetings both in our Order and others, the usual enthusiasm and endeavour enjoyed in
such activities, has been re-directed to many worthy causes from the creation of face
masks and food supplies for the needy to seeking out the lonely or isolated and generally
caring for those requiring comfort and support.

I am aware that although the actual activity levels throughout Districts and Inspectorates
have diminished due to strict adherence to Government Guidelines. However, the
commitment and dedication of the District Grand Masters and Grand Inspectors has
remained at a constant high level. [ am, therefore, most grateful to you, for keeping your
Districts and Inspectorates running smoothly, maintaining interest levels as elevated as
possible and working hard to develop the best sense of normality possible under these
frustrating and ever-changing circumstances. I am also thankful to those of you that
have not only arranged a Virtual District Meeting or Business meeting, but who have also
regularly visited the meetings of other Districts. It has been wonderful to see you all and
keep in touch by the magic of Zoom.

Hopefully 2021 will deliver the promises that this year failed to produce; that will be my
wish and my intention for the New Year. Thank you all again for your continuing industry
and endeavour and I wish you and your loved ones a happy and safe Christmas and a
happier, healthier and safer New Year. Of course, I include all of your Companions within
these sentiments. Please assure them that they all remain within my thoughts both
during this Festive Season and indeed throughout the year to come.
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M.IIl.Comp. Kessick J Jones
Grand Master



